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civil and religious, were entirely opposed to any-
thing like the feudal system. It must certainly
be put down as something to his credit that he
succeeded so well as to retain control both of
the political government and his family's increas-
ing wealth down to the time of the Revolution
and that he gave on the whole so little offense
to a high-strung people that in the Revolution
they allowed his family to retain a large part
of their land and paid them liberally for what
was confiscated.

The wealth which came to the three brothers
they spent after the manner of the time in country
life. John and Richard do not appear to have
had remarkable country seats. But Thomas pur-
chased in 1760 the fine English estate of Stoke
Park, which had belonged to Sir Christopher Hat-
ton of Queen Elizabeth's time, to Lord Coke,
and later to the Cobhani family. Thomas's son
John, grandson of the founder, greatly enlarged
and beautified the place and far down into the
nineteenth century it was one of the notable
country seats of England. This John Penn also
built another country place called Pennsylvania
Castle, equally picturesque and interesting, on the
Isle of Portland, of which he was Governor,